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In November, the Government 
confirmed its commitment to 
Offshore Wind as the back-bone 
of our clean energy revolution 
Covering clean energy, transport, nature and 
innovative technologies, the Prime Minister has 
outlined a “ten point plan” to eradicate the UK’s 
climate-damaging CO2 emissions by 2050, and 
it is music to the ears of many organisations, 
companies, students and individuals in East 
Anglia, all rearing to get going, as the region 
builds on it’s proven strengths.

The plan – part of the PM’s mission to level up 
across the country – will mobilise £12 billion of 
government investment to create and support up 
to 250,000 highly-skilled green jobs in the UK, 
and provide investor confidence to encourage 
over three times as much private sector 
investment by 2030. 

What kind of share of this 
investment can East Anglia 
expect, and why?
Quadrupling the amount of offshore wind energy 
we produce from 10GW today to 40GW by 2030, 
will mean extending the UK’s global leadership in 
offshore wind, and becoming the first to produce 
enough capacity for all our country’s domestic 
energy needs, with clean, secure, inexpensive 
wind energy.

This is a stretching target, but it can be done. 
The southern North Sea has long been a UK 
powerhouse, and today, it is the leading edge 
of our transition to a sustainable, long-term 
energy future. If all advanced projects proceed 
to operation approximately a quarter of the UK’s 
offshore wind power will be generated off East 
Anglia. Norfolk Vanguard and Norfolk Boreas are 
set to deliver more than 40% of the operating 
capacity in the southern North Sea.

This growth requires multi-billion pound 
investments and will create and support up to 
60,000 jobs.4 Developers, like Vattenfall, and 
local stakeholders like the New Anglia Local 
Enterprise Partnership, are collaborating and 
stepping up to realise opportunities for green 
job creation and sustainable supply chain 
businesses. But we can’t afford further delays, 
pauses of even a few months can set big 
infrastructure projects back years.5 The resultant 
breaks in economic activity – as we’ve learnt 
painfully over recent times – can be difficult for 
the supply chain too. And to reach our net zero 
targets, we need to move fast.

Over the last few months, Vattenfall has held 
talks with a number of local organisations, 
businesses and research groups. We’ve held 
exploratory conversations to inform early 
research and development projects related 
to supporting nature at offshore wind farms, 
and in harmony with onshore transmission 
infrastructure installation. We have also held 
dialogues with innovative local supply chain 
companies. We are very excited at the prospect 
of ongoing local collaboration, enhancing the 
regional offer, and delivering a sustainable sector 
that goes from strength to strength brining new 
prospects to the entire region. 

Why is offshore wind No.1 in the ten 
point plan? 

The growth and continued, rapid 
innovation of offshore wind is vital 
because it can contribute at sufficient 
scale and at a fast pace, relative to other 
low-carbon energy technologies, to the 
electrification of our power systems, 
on which many other points in the plan 
hinge, including:

•	 Generating low carbon hydrogen for 
industry, transport, power and homes;

•	 Electric vehicles; 

•	 Jet zero and greener maritime 
transport solutions; 

•	 Homes and public buildings; 

Just as offshore wind delivers climate 
and environmental benefits, we recognise 
other elements of the green recovery 
blueprint, from enhancing public 
transport, enabling cycling and walking, 
supporting nature to new innovation and 
finance measures, will also help us all live 
climate-smarter lives. 

4 https://www.gov.uk/government/news/pm-outlines-his-ten-point-plan-for-a-green-industrial-revolution-for-250000-jobs
5 https://group.vattenfall.com/uk/newsroom/News/2020/vattenfalls-response-to-the-prime-ministers-ten-point-plan-for-a-green-
industrial-revolution

https://group.vattenfall.com/uk/newsroom/News/2020/vattenfalls-response-to-the-prime-ministers-ten-point-plan-for-a-green-industrial-revolution
https://group.vattenfall.com/uk/newsroom/News/2020/vattenfalls-response-to-the-prime-ministers-ten-point-plan-for-a-green-industrial-revolution
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Wishing you a safe, healthy and  
happy holiday season

Vattenfall’s Norfolk Zone 
Community Benefit Fund
- let’s start talking about and 
shaping the fund in 2021
We want to acknowledge the role of local 
communities, who have helped shape our Norfolk 
projects and who will host and accommodate vital 
infrastructure – crucial to delivering the UK’s move 
to a net zero CO2 emissions future. And we want to 
encourage you, by supporting your local initiatives 
that also move us all forward together towards ever 
climate smarter living.

 
What kind of Community Benefit is Vattenfall 
proposing for Norfolk?

It is a voluntary contribution to the local 
communities who have an interest and a stake in 
our projects. We want you to help shape the fund. 

We aim to talk to lots of you – we want this 
conversation to be inclusive – and we’ll dive deep 
into some topics that you tell us are the most 
interesting.

Every fund is to benefit a unique area, 
acknowledging local connections with a unique 
wind farm. There are two main topics we’d like your 
thoughts on.

 
We need to think about governance: who should 
benefit, and who should not. For example, should 
applications for support be open to all of East 
Anglia, all of Norfolk, or follow closely the project’s 
infrastructure, along the cable corridor, to the 
connection point with the National Grid? Should 
only certain types of groups be eligible to apply for 
funding, and others not? We will need to consider 
how best the fund could be administered and 
managed, and who by. 

We also want your ideas about what this funding 
might help communities do! 
 
What inspiring and inspired ideas need support? 
Do you have innovative initiatives for greening 
community living near you? We’d like to explore 
with you, local interests and needs and local 
pathways to climate-smarter living. 

 

We ‘d like to be ready to make the first awards 
when our onshore construction works are 
underway, so probably during 2023/24. In our 
experience, this process of exploring and defining 
how the fund will work and thinking about the first 
ideas that could be eligible for funding, takes many 
months. So, let’s get started. Our first questions will 
be coming in 2021. We’re looking forward to this.

You may like to learn more about how 
established wind farms benefit local 
communities, from skills, employment and 
supply chain opportunities to community 
benefit funds, read more, here: www.vattenfall.
co.uk/communityinvestment. 

And to learn more about the inspiring “Unlock 
our futures fund”, associated with the European 
Offshore Wind Deployment Centre, look here: 
http://bit.ly/2lXMXnB. 


