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1.3 Data issues  

The key data challenge has been on accessing, and disaggregating, employment and contract 
spend data for the construction stage of the Aberdeen project. This involves a working 
relationship with the tier 1 contractors, via Vattenfall. The position on data availability evolved 
as: 

Good information on: Vattenfall all contracts spending; onshore tier 1 contractor contracts 
data, and sub-station workforce survey; community responses to proposed Community 
Benefits Fund; various community surveys; and  press coverage of the project over its 
lifecycle. 

Useful data on: total offshore workforce characteristics for peak construction; Blackdog 
community, Belhelvie CC and Local Authority and other agencies views on the initiation of the 
project and construction stage.  

Missing data on: contract and workforce details for the two key tier 1 offshore contractors.   

 

1.4 Structure of of this report 

The report is divided into several other parts, after this introduction. Part B analyses the 
findings gained on the actual economic impacts over the lifecycle to date of the Aberdeen 
OWF. It also seeks to compare the actual impacts with those forecast in the ES . The approach 
is largely quantitative, focusing on employment and wider economic effects. The latter include 
estimates of the distribution of project expenditure, GVA (Gross Value Added) and an 
exploration of the local and regional supply chain. 

Part C concentrates on the social impacts, including on housing, local services, amenity and  
quality of life (QoL). It also includes analyses of various  perception studies undertaken by the 
project and by Vattenfall (re Community Benefits Fund). The data on the social impacts is 
generally more qualitative in nature.  

A further section, Part D, very briefly sets out the predicted socio-economic impacts, plus any 
actual impacts information, on two current floating OWF developments off the Aberdeenshire 
coast -- Hywind and Kincardine. Hywind is now in place, as is part of the Kincardine project.  

A final section, Part E ,  draws out some conclusions on the actual socio-economic impacts of 
the construction and operation of the EOWDC, particularly at the local and regional level, and 
compares these, as far as is possible, with the predicted impacts in the ES for the project. It 
seeks to explain any differences. It also summarises cumulative effects of the EOWDC with 
adjacent projects, especially the two floating OWFs.  
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Pitmedden Aberdeenshire that offers adults with a wide range of abilities the chance to 
experience a real workplace setting. Vattenfall collaborated with them to make a human height 
wooden turbine for Vattenfall community events. They also made the mini-turbines used for 
Vattenfall monthly HSSE awards. There have been other engagement events, including the 
2018 Aberdeen Library Exhibition. 
 
9.2 Associated community funding support 
 
About  £85,000 in funding has been provided  for a variety of local causes including the 
Aberdeen Science Centre, Aberdeen Football Club, Belhelvie Girl Guides, Aberdeen and 
Grampian Chamber of Commerce, Robert Gordon University and various other local groups. 
Details of the funding to July 2019 are set out in Table 9.1. This funding is separate from the 
funding subsequently provided under the Community Benefits Fund (see s 11.1). 
 
Table 9.1: Community Financial Investments, up to July 2019  
 
Community support initiative  
 

Associated 
funding 

Partnership with Aberdeen Science Centre  
 
To deliver interactive, engaging educational sessions and events about the wind 
industry and the innovation and technology deployed at the EOWDC. This 
partnership contributes to the education of future beneficiaries, ambassadors 
and potential employees of renewable energy. Teachers from Aberdeen City 
and Shire can also attend CPD sessions to help to explore the science behind 
offshore wind. This partnership is from January 2017-September 2018. 
Renewed. 
 

 
 
£10,000 
(renewed with a 
further £10,000) 
 
 

Support of Aberdeen Football Club Community Trust and Aberdeen 
Football Club Youth Team  
 
Vattenfall, Aberdeen Football Club (AFC) and Aberdeen Football Club 
Community Trust (AFCCT) established a partnership to jointly support, promote 
and provide opportunities for male and female youth football and leadership 
development in the North East. Vattenfall have provided financial support of 
£5,000 to the U18 male youth team which will fund their participation for the first 
time in the Youth World Cup in Gothenburg. The remaining £5,000 has funded 
the development of a grass roots girls youth league involving 60 teams in 
Aberdeen City and Shire. This partnership is from February 2017-March 2018. 
Renewed. 

 
 
 
£10,000 
(renewed with a 
further £10,000) 
 
 

Donation to Blackdog Residents Association  
 
The Blackdog Residents Association requested financial support to improve the 
access and drainage in their community park. The Residents Association raised 
£500 which Vattenfall supplemented by donating a further £2000 to enable them 
to apply for a landfill tax funding amount of £25,000. The residents are in the 
process of applying for £25,000 towards the community park renovations. In 
addition to this Vattenfall donated £500 towards co- hosting a summer 
community-day event with the Blackdog Residents.  
 

 
 
£2,500 
 

Membership of Aberdeen& Grampian Chamber of Commerce 
 

£15,500 
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stage -- pre-application public consultations, construction, and O&M -- was analysed 
individually, and then as a collective consideration of the change in public perception through 
the stages over a timeline. This is reported using appropriate graphs, charts, and illustrations.  
Overall, this provides an interesting window on key themes on the project in the public media 
over the project lifetime to date. The full report is included as Appendix 4. The following 
illustrations and commentary provide a brief summary only. Figure 10.1 provides a listing of 
positive and negative media themes across the project timeline. Figures 10.2 and 10.3 attempt 
to assess the shifts in positive and negative themes across the project life to date. 

 

 

Figure 10.1: A summary of positive and negative media coverage across the project timeline 
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Figure 10.2: Showing the spread and degree of dominance of negative themes across all 
stages of the project (shape sizes indicate the frequency of mention of the issues identified).  

 

 

 

 

Figure 10.3: Showing the spread and degree of dominance of positive themes across all 
stages of the project (shape sizes indicate the frequency of mention of the issues identified). 
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10.2.3 Views of construction impacts as identified by various community groups 

Views of the community on impacts experienced during the construction phase were collected 
through a three-phase survey. Those surveyed included attendees of the launch of the 
community benefits fund and members of community groups in the local area; 72 responses 
were received. The questionaire used in the survey is included in Appendix 3. The age range 
of respondents indicate a reasonable distribution of participants in terms of age (Figure 10.4) 
although the gender balance was somewhat skewed with 61% of respondents identifying as 
male.                                                                             Figure 10.4: Age distribution of 
                                                                                      respondents 

 

 

A number of questions asked whether they considered they had been suitably informed of the 
potential impacts during the construction phase and for their experience on a number of 
potential issues during construction. In general, almost an equal number of respondents felt 
they had been suitably informed on the progress of the project as those who considered they 
had not (Figure 10.5).  However, concerning information on likely disruption during 
construction, the majority (40%) disagreed or strongly disagreed with the statement that they 
had received sufficient information (Figure 10.6). 

Figure 10.5: Responses to statement: I 
received sufficient information on the 
progress of the project during the 
construction phase 
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supplying construction materials and equipment. Employment and economic impacts are 
considered a temporary, beneficial effect, of minor significance for the economy of Aberdeen 
City and Shire. 
 
KOWL had discussions with Scottish Enterprise with regard to undertaking a number of events 
in conjunction with its Tier 1 contractor to publicise the project, and to introduce smaller Tier 2 
and 3 suppliers to the programme. These sought to provide them with an understanding of 
opportunities available during the CAPEX and OPEX phases and provide them with an 
introduction to KOWL and the Tier 1 contractors. This should assist local companies to access 
opportunities in both the CAPEX and OPEX phase of the development. KOWL has maintained 
a continuous dialogue with AREG since inception and will aim to work with AREG, SE, and 
the Councils to publicise the Kincardine programme, and to promote local content and 
employment opportunities. There appears to be no monetary valuations put upon the impacts 
in the ES. 
 
 
14.2.2 O&M stage predictions 
 
For one week every month during the 25-year operational life of the windfarm, the turbines will 
undergo checks and maintenance. This will require approximately four engineers and a 
supporting vessel, plus around four onshore support staff. As with the construction stage, it is 
anticipated that the required skills will be supplied by the existing Aberdeen and Shire labour 
markets. The skilled labour required, and potentially the vessel used, is anticipated to be 
shared with another offshore windfarm. An office, warehouse and substation will form the base 
for the operation and control of the project. It will consist of an office for up to 10 people to 
operate and manage the project, and provide an operations base for the offshore maintenance 
teams. These employment and economic impacts are considered to be negligible due to the 
very small number of existing jobs supported when considered in the context of the existing 
economy of Aberdeen City and Shire. 
  
As KOWL is only a demonstrator development, rather than a large offshore windfarm, there 
will be limited opportunities to take on apprenticeships directly as part of the development. 
However, KOWL will work with its key contractors to encourage them to offer opportunities for 
school leavers through apprenticeships. There appears to be no monetary valuations put upon 
the impacts in the ES. 
 
 
14.3 Tourism and recreation impacts   
 
The ES predicted that the development will have a negligible impact on tourism and recreation 
in the local area. The distance of the development from the shore and a very limited onshore 
development element means there is no impact on existing tourism and recreation uses and 
users in the local area. Dunnottar Castle at Stonehaven is the only tourist attraction in any 
proximity to the proposed development and its operation and use will be unaffected by the 
development. 
 

An addendum to the original assessment was subsequently produced after stakeholder 
consultation and Atkins reported further that previous reports on windfarms and tourism 
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Figure 16.2: Draft Plan Options - Draft Sectoral Marine Plan for Offshore Energy 
 

 
   Source: Scottish Government (2019) 
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